
Based on the intimate oral memoir of Adalet,
a strong, passionate woman who lived
from the crumbling Ottomans into the present era,
this narrative blends past and present
within a war-torn love story.

Forty Thorns parallels the newly emerging nation
– its dramatic upheavals, cultural transformations,
and heroes and heroines who
built the republic.  A chronicle

of one brave woman and her singular place in the
universal struggle for self-determination and
women’s rights, it is also an account of Adalet’s
enduring bond with her American daughter-in-law,
a writer who is driven to search for the source of
Adalet's strength.

Released by Remzi Book House, Istanbul, in the fall of 2011, the
translation, Kirk Diken, became an immediate best seller.  Now, the

native English version, award-winning Forty Thorns, is available in bookstores across the U. S.
This is the tenth book by Virginian author and educator,

Judy Light Ayyildiz.

“... Adalet’s life connects exemplarily the public and private spheres of human existence, and the strength, generosity, and liberality of her spirit

provide a cherished and unlimited source of motivation and encouragement. It is a strong text indeed.”

--Klara Kolinska, Ph.D. Anglophone Literatures and Cultures,
Metropolitan and Charles Universities, Prague.
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Forty Thorns is an epic tale
about the rise of modern Turkey.


